
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Rt Hon Oliver Dowden CBE MP 
Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, 
100 Parliament Street 
London SW1A 2BQ 
 
6 December 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Secretary of State, 
 
I write on behalf of the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Holiday Parks and Campsites. The Group 
was established in July, in response to the pandemic’s specific impact on this industry which 
depends, amongst other, on businesses and consumers having confidence and the means to plan 
ahead. 
 
We are grateful for the implicit acknowledgement of the social distancing provided by the self-
contained accommodation on holiday parks and campsites in the arrangements for them to 
accommodate ‘Christmas bubbles’ across all Tiers. Holiday parks and campsites are socially 
distanced by design.  
 
Over the truncated 2020 season, they provided essential and safe holidays to many hard-working 
families. Many were grateful for Ministers’ support to extend their open season beyond October, only 
to face the second lockdown in November. The Tier system now keeps holiday parks and campsites 
closed in Tier 3, with travel guidance and social mixing rules severely restricting their market in Tiers 
1 and 2. With so many customers having agreed to postpone their holidays in the lockdowns, they 
dread significantly reduced income in 2021. 
 
The Prime Minister has confirmed that he is now ‘assured things really will look and feel very different 
indeed after Easter’ but no route map from now until then has been published. In its absence, 
entrepreneurs have no basis upon which to budget nor to plan their staffing and marketing. Its 
absence also impacts on lenders’ confidence in industry businesses. 
 
We have the ‘Green Book’ which shows Government’s planning for the roll-out of the vaccine, but no 
equivalent plan for the economy to allow business to plan. We ask please that you work with the 
Devolved Administrations to provide a route map to allow for essential business planning towards the 
resumption of normal trade as soon as is possible. 
 
Holiday parks and campsites are predominantly seasonal businesses. Cash will be at its absolute 
lowest at Easter. All have been grateful for the support provided by Government which has enabled 
holiday parks and campsites to protect jobs, both directly within their businesses and indirectly 
across our constituencies and in the caravan manufacturing supply chain. However, all support is 
due to end on 31 March 2021. 
 
We ask please that urgent consideration is given to the ongoing support that will be necessary to 
businesses which have been deprived of custom through this year, as they resume trading in 2021.   



 

For example, charging Business Rates for premises if customers are unable to return, or numbers 
are restricted, would be wrong. Instead, we ask that you provide assurances that relief will continue 
until business finances are sufficiently robust to meet these costs. 
 
The reduced rate of VAT now charged by holiday parks and campsites has provided important 
assistance and again we ask that this be extended until businesses are back on their feet. 
 
The absence of a plan to return to trading and the cliff edge of all support being withdrawn from 31 
March combine to increase our concern. Therefore, we ask please that you work with the Devolved 
Administrations to provide whatever clarity is possible on the return to more normal trading and 
certainty as to Government’s continued support. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Peter Aldous MP 
Chair, All-Party Parliamentary Group on Holiday Parks and Campsites 
 

 
Duncan Baker MP 
 

 
Lord Carter of Coles 
 

 
Wendy Chamberlain MP 
 

 
Philip Dunne MP 
 

 
Rt Hon Sir Roger Gale MP 
 

 
Mark Garnier MP 

 

 
Kevin Hollinrake MP 
 

 
Ben Lake MP 
 

 
Jason McCartney MP 
 

 
Rt Hon Liz Saville Roberts MP 
 

 
Rt Hon Sir Desmond Swayne TD MP 


