
ALL-PARTY PARLIAMENTARY GROUP ON HOLIDAY PARKS AND CAMPSITES 
 

Minutes of the meeting on Tuesday 1 December 2020 at 14.00, by Zoom 
 

Present: 
 

Peter Aldous MP 
Duncan Baker MP 
Lord Carter of Coles 
Wendy Chamberlain MP 
Rt Hon Sir Roger Gale MP 
Mark Garnier MP, represented by Kieran Bergholcs 
Ben Lake MP 
Scott Mann MP, represented by Calum McGrath 
Jason McCartney MP 
Rt Hon Liz Saville Roberts MP 
Selaine Saxby MP 
 
Dan Ellacott, National Association Caravan Owners (NACO) 
Alicia Dunne, National Caravan Council (NCC) 
John Lally, National Caravan Council (NCC) 
Nick Lomas, Caravan and Motorhome Club (C&MC) 
Ros Pritchard OBE, British Holiday & Home Parks Association (BH&HPA)  

  
1. Apologies for absence 

 
Peter Aldous MP welcomed parliamentarians and stakeholders. 
 
The meeting noted that Harriett Baldwin MP and Kevin Foster MP had been encouraged 
by park owners in their constituency to join the meeting but had given apologies that they 
were unable to attend.  
 

2. Approval of minutes of the previous meeting, held on 13 July 2020 
 
The meeting unanimously approved the minutes of the previous meeting, held on 13 July 
2020. 

 
3. Report on 2020 season and impact of COVID-19 

 
a) Holiday parks and campsites 
 
Ros Pritchard (BH&HPA) reported that holiday parks and campsites had reopened after 
the first lockdown in July with reduced capacity due to COVID-security measures. 
According to a survey of BH&HPA members, there were:  

• 47% fewer touring and tenting pitches, which had contributed to increased reports of 
illegal/fly camping 

• 35% fewer covers in bars, cares and restaurants,  

• and a 12% reduction in holiday let units due to the enhanced cleaning regime required.  
 
Estimates were that income by year-end would be reduced by 

• -57% in bars, cafes and restaurants 

• -39% from touring and tenting 

• -35% from holiday letting 

• -19% from holiday caravan pitch fees 

• -9% from holiday caravan sales. 
 
Given the impact of lockdown and the reduced capacity upon reopening, these predicted 
reductions showed the strength of the pent-up demand and that the industry had been 
starting to ‘catch up’ before the second lockdowns. 
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The focus was now on holiday parks and campsites surviving through until Easter. 
 
b) Caravan manufacture supply chain 
 
John Lally (NCC) reported that there had been much disruption to the supply chain, with 
factories closed for several months in the first lockdown and ongoing shortages in 
materials that had a knock-on effect to caravan production. These included shortages of 
windows, soft furnishings and laminate flooring. Many factories were working with reduced 
capacity given social distancing requirements and staff absences due to COVID-19. He 
advised that the industry faced serious challenges and that by the end of October, 
production was down by 24%. 
 
Nick Lomas (C&MC) highlighted the discrepancy over the dates regarding the relaxation of 
travel and overnight stays for people who were in a Christmas bubble. It was agreed that 
clarity should be sought from DCMS.  
 
Jason McCartney MP questioned how Christmas bubbles would affect holiday parks. Ros 
Pritchard advised that the regulations published that morning permitted Christmas bubbles 
to stay in ‘private rented accommodation’, whose definition included caravans.  
 
The meeting heard that since the travel restrictions were guidance rather than law, many 
holiday park owners were being pressured by customers living in Tier 3 areas to be 
allowed to travel and stay for holidays.  

 
4. People remaining on holiday parks during lockdown 

 
The meeting noted that the letter from the Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for 
Rough Sleeping and Housing setting out the exemptions for when people were allowed to 
remain on holiday parks during lockdown had been circulated to holiday parks at the 
beginning of the second lockdown in England.  
 
The exemptions included where people were unable to return to their main residence but 
did not cover situations where people preferred to stay in their holiday caravan, for many 
seeking to shield relatives. Peter Aldous MP commented that local councils had been 
sympathetic to such cases and many had taken a pragmatic approach when contacted by 
holiday parks seeking advice. 
 
Kieran Bergholcs sought clarification about exemptions allowing people to remain on 
holiday parks during the current or any future lockdown and whether these would mirror 
those from the spring. It was confirmed that this was likely given the need to avoid 
homelessness. 
 
Ros Pritchard was concerned that where a caravan owner claimed the exemption to 
remain because they were using their holiday caravan as their man place of residence, this 
would confirm their breach of holiday use requirements in their contract with the park 
owner, as well as planning and site licence conditions. It was therefore likely to trigger 
notices of breach requiring that the holiday use condition be respected. 
 
Dan Ellacott (NACO) confirmed that this had been the case following the first lockdown 
with the NACO consumer advice service supporting caravan owners in receipt of a notice 
of breach. 
 

5. Government support 
 
The meeting considered the Government support which had been provided to holiday 
parks and campsites, for which all had been grateful.  
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The extension of the furlough scheme had been welcomed; however, its announcement 
had not been made early enough to save some jobs. The reduction in the rate of VAT and 
the business rates exemption had also provided essential support and Duncan Baker MP 
opined they should be extended beyond March 2021, to support domestic tourism. 
 
It was noted that all Government business support was due to end on 31 March, yet there 
was no route map, nor framework to enable holiday parks’ and campsites’ business 
planning. This importance of the Easter holidays was noted when Rt Hon Sir Roger Gale 
MP questioned whether holiday parks would be able open with travel restrictions still in 
place. 
 

It was AGREED by the meeting that the APPG should write to the 
Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport asking that 
he work with the Devolved Administrations to provide whatever 
clarity was possible on the return to more normal trading to allow 
holiday parks’ and campsites’ business planning and to extend 
Government’s business support until the market was allowed the 
recover. 

 
Rt Hon Liz Saville Roberts MP confirmed that details were awaited from Welsh 
Government regarding the recently announced Economic Recovery Fund (ERF), however 
there was much anxiety from businesses about the way in which the last ERF money was 
paid out. 
 
Peter Aldous MP advised that councils’ discretionary grants had been helpful, however, 
councils had been able to set their own parameters, so was not a level playing field. It was 
noted that as holiday parks and campsites had been required to close by law, most had 
benefited from the ‘closed’ business support grants but many in their supply chain had 
relied on councils’ discretion. 

. 
6. Any other business 

 
There was no other business. 
 

7. Date of next meeting 
 

It was unanimously AGREED that the next meeting of the APPG be 
arranged for February 2021.  

 
There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 14.40.  

 
 


