
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Rt Hon Robert Jenrick MP 
Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government 
MHCLG 
2 Marsham Street 
London SW1P 4DF 
 
27 July 2021 
 
 
 
 
Dear Robert, 
 
Management of Pop-Up Campsites  
 
I write on behalf of the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Holiday Parks and Campsites 
which was established in July 2020 in response to the impact of the pandemic on the sector.  
 
At our June meeting, the APPG considered your extension of Permitted Development Rights 
to 56 days, allowing for an increase in pop-up campsites this year. I also noted the 
Environment Agency’s call for pop-up campsites to check their flood risk and your latest 
announcement encouraging local authorities to be flexible and proportionate in their 
approach to enforcement. Nevertheless, this emphasised that a Camping Licence is 
required for a pop-up campsite trading for 42 days consecutively, or for more than 60 days in 
the year. 
 
The APPG welcomes the opportunities presented by pop-up campsites for businesses and 
communities to recoup income lost during the lockdowns, whilst providing holidays in the 
great outdoors for which there is a great appetite amongst constituents. We are concerned 
to ensure this opportunity is realised for businesses and communities, and therefore that the 
challenges it brings are managed appropriately.  
 
With continued restrictions on international travel and the relative safety of outdoor camping, 
those challenges are likely to include mitigating overtourism in tourist honeypots to avoid 
impact on local communities and degrading the holiday experience for all.  
 
Once international travel resumes, a rebalancing will also be needed to prevent oversupply 
and the ‘race to the bottom’ which would inevitably ensue. 
 
Pop-up campsites, as well as the sharing economy platforms like Airbnb, mean that local 
authorities are no longer able to manage tourist flows through the planning system. 
However, we feel there is a balance to be struck, seeking to ensure appropriate provision in 
response to demand but to ensure it is sustainable and that the tourism economy in rural 
and coastal areas is protected for the future.  
 
Therefore, we would be grateful to learn your policy approach to these issues please. We 
also invite you (or one of your officials) to join the APPG to discuss these questions.  



 

 
We plan to convene the next meeting after the Summer Recess and can fix a date to meet 
your diary commitments. I very much hope that you will be able to join us so please do let 
me know if and when this might be convenient. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Peter Aldous MP 
Chair, All-Party Parliamentary Group on Holiday Parks and Campsites 
 
Cc:    The Rt Hon Oliver Dowden CBE MP, Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport 

Local Government Association 


